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FUNDING 
SOURCE 1 

European Defence Fund (EDF) EDA’s ad-hocs NextGenerationEU 

Technical Support Instrument 
(TSI) 

Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) 

FUNDING 
«WINDOW(S)» 

Research Development
Cat. A (art. 19), Cat. B (art. 

20) 
Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) 

Transport: 
Single European Sky Air Traffic 

Management (ATM) Research (SESAR). 
European Military Mobility. Energy 

SCOPE 

EDTIB COMPETITIVENESS, 
EFFICIENCY, INNOVATION for EU 

STRATEGIC AUTONOMY by CROSS-
BORDER COOPERATION and 

strengthening DEFENCE 
SUPPLY/VALUE CHAINS 

EDTIB COMPETITIVENESS, EFFICIENCY, 
INNOVATION for EU STRATEGIC AUTONOMY by 

CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION and 
strengthening DEFENCE SUPPLY/VALUE CHAINS 

EUROPEAN DEFENCE 
CAPABILITIES RESEARCH 

and DEVELOPMENT 

GREEN TRANSITION; 
DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION; 

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH, JOBS, 
PRODUCTIVITY, COMPETITIVENESS, 
R&D+I; HEALTH, RESILIENCE, CRISIS 

PREPAREDNESS / RESPONSE CAPACITY 

STRUCTURAL REFORMS for COHESION, 
COMPETITIVENESS,  

PRODUCTIVITY, R&I, GROWTH, JOBS 

INTERCONNECTED / SUSTAINABLE TRANS-
EUROPEAN NETWORKS / 

INFRASTRUCTURES 

WHAT 
(can be funded) 

Collaborative applied research (and, 
if necessary, fundamental) 

maximising innovation for future 
defence capabilities 

Collaborative development of defence products 
/ technologies agreed/intended to procure by 
≥2 countries, based on harmonised capability 

requirements and common technical 
specifications, reducing duplication / 

fragmentation and increasing standardisation 

Cooperative defence 
Research-and-Technology 
(R&T) / capability projects 

and programmes 

Country-specific challenges / priorities 
as in European Semester (and Council 
Recommendations for MS with euro). 

Multi-country projects are not excluded 

EU contractors providing expertise to EU 
MS’ design / development / 

implementation of reforms  and capacity 
building in: business environment; up-

/re-skilling; climate change; health / 
security risks. Multi-country projects are 

not excluded 

Cooperative works or studies, or a 
combination of both. Pilot activities can be 

part of the project. 
Dual-use transport network 

WHO  
(can apply) 

Consortia of ≥3 (independent) legal 
entities from ≥3 MS or associated 
countries (e.g. EEA’s EFTA). Also 

single entity for disruptive 
technologies or studies 

Consortia of ≥3 (independent) legal entities 
(industry, RTOs, universities): from ≥3 MS or 

associated countries (e.g. EEA’s EFTA) 

Ministries of Defence 
(MoDs) decision: 

enterprises, Research-and-
Technology Organisations 

(RTOs), universities. 
Consortia 

According to MS’ plans 
. 

EU MS  

MS(s), participating EEA’s EFTA / acceding 
countries / candidates and European 

Neighbourhood Policy countries.  
If concerned MS agrees: international 
organisations, public / private / joint 
undertakings / bodies (e.g. industry, 
Universities, RTOs) established in EU 

WHICH  
(funding type) 

Grants, prizes, procurement; financial 
instruments2 within blending 

operations 

Grants, prizes, procurement; financial 
instruments within blending operations 

National funding (MoDs) According to MS’ National Plans (RRP) 
Grants, public procurement, 

reimbursements, contributions to 
international organisations’ trust funds  

Grants. Procurement. Blending operations 

WHEN 2021-2027 2021-2027 Continuing basis 2021-2023 
2021-2027: yearly call for proposals (DDL: 

October 31) 
2021-2027: calls for proposals 

WHERE 
(to apply) 

European Commission’s 
DG DEFIS 

European Commission’s 
DG DEFIS 

EDA’s CapTechs / 
PTs - IDTs 

National governmental processes European Commission’s DG REFORM 
European Commission’s 

CINEA 

QUANTUM 
(HOW MUCH 

per application) 

≤100% but: 
prototyping ≤20%; testing, 

qualification, certification ≤80% 

≤100% but: 
prototyping ≤20%; testing, qualification, 

certification ≤80%. Plus ≤35% bonus (PESCO 
+10%; mid-caps3 +10%; + SME4 bonus) 

Case-by-case basis 

Not defined.  
National allocation: ≥37% on Green 

transition; ≥20% on digital transition] 

Not defined  
(but no co-funding required) 

≤30% (or ≤50% for studies, cross-border 
links, telematic applications systems, new 

technology and innovation, safety and 
outermost regions) 

HOW 
(to apply) 

Project application (via the EU 
Funding and Tenders portal) 

Project application (via the EU Funding and 
Tenders portal) 

(MoDs in) EDA’s CapTechs / 
PTs - IDTs 

National governmental processes 
Demand-driven (request from a MS 

through its national Coordinating 
Authority) 

Project application (via the EU Funding and 
Tenders portal) 

 
  

 
1 Analysed under a European defence perspective only. 
2 Financial instruments: notably loans, guarantees, equity investments («money that has to repaid back by the recipient»: no grants / subsidies). 
3 Mid-cap (middle capitalisation company): enterprise not an SME and employing ≤ 3000 persons as under artt. 3-6, Annex to Recommendation 2003/361/EC. 
4 SME (Small and Medium-sized Enterprise: see art. 2, Annex to Recommendation 2003/361/EC. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R0697&qid=1622209998497
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2021:057:TOC
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/connecting-europe-facility_en
https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/documents/eda-council-decision-2015-1835-dated-13-10-2015.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R0241&qid=1614879552303
https://ec.europa.eu/inea/connecting-europe-facility/cef-transport
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/research-technology
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/capability-development
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-and-fiscal-policy-coordination/eu-economic-governance-monitoring-prevention-correction/european-semester_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes/overview-funding-programmes/structural-reform-support-programme-srsp_en#reform-areas-covered
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes/overview-funding-programmes/structural-reform-support-programme-srsp_en#reform-areas-covered
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes/overview-funding-programmes/structural-reform-support-programme-srsp_en#reform-areas-covered
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes/overview-funding-programmes/structural-reform-support-programme-srsp_en#reform-areas-covered
https://www.efta.int/eea
https://www.efta.int/eea
https://www.efta.int/eea
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/connecting-europe-facility_en
https://ec.europa.eu/defence-industry-space/eu-defence-industry/european-defence-fund-edf_en
https://ec.europa.eu/defence-industry-space/eu-defence-industry/european-defence-fund-edf_en
https://ec.europa.eu/defence-industry-space/eu-defence-industry/european-defence-fund-edf_en
https://ec.europa.eu/defence-industry-space/eu-defence-industry/european-defence-fund-edf_en
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/research-technology/capability-technology-areas-(captechs)
https://eda.europa.eu/who-we-are/expert-groups
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/structural-reform-support_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/research-technology/capability-technology-areas-(captechs)
https://eda.europa.eu/who-we-are/expert-groups
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32003H0361&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32003H0361&from=EN
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FUNDING 
SOURCE 

Digital Europe 

Space Programme European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) - Cohesion Policy 

FUNDING 
«WINDOW(S)» 

GNSS (Galileo). EGNOS. Copernicus.  
SSA (SST, SWE, NEOs). GOVSATCOM 

European Regional Development Fund 

(ERDF) 

Interregional Innovation Investments 

(I3) Instrument under ERDF-European 

Territorial Cooperation (ETC) 

European Social Fund Plus 
(ESF+) 5 

Cohesion Fund (CF) 

SCOPE 
DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION, 
GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS, 

STRATEGIC AUTONOMY 

SPACE-RELATED: DATA; UP/DOWNSTREAM SECTOR; 
SAFETY / SECURITY / AUTONOMY  

PO 1, "SMARTER": competitiveness, R&I, 
digitisation, skills.  PO 2, “GREENER”: 

energy transition, climate change, circular 
economy. PO 3, “MOBILITY”: TEN-T 

Cross-border/ Transnational 
COOPERATION to BUILD PAN-

EUROPEAN CLUSTERS 

HUMAN CAPITAL: employment, 
training. Skilled and resilient 

workforce 

ENVIRONMENT. 
TRANS-EUROPEAN NETWORKS IN 
TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURES 

WHAT 
(can be funded) 

High Performance Computing. 
Artificial Intelligence. 

Cybersecurity. Advanced skills. 
Deployment / best use of digital 
capabilities and interoperability. 

Public/academic European 
Digital Innovation Hubs for SMEs 

/ mid-caps 

Galileo/EGNOS: management, operations, 
maintenance, improvement, evolution, protection; 

development; support; certification/standardisation; 
market development. Copernicus: continuity, 

development, launch, maintenance, operation, 
monitoring, information. SST: sensors, data 

processing, monitoring, services. SWE: services. NEO: 
mapping, networking. GOVSATCOM: development, 

construction, operations, procurement 

Studies, R&I, access to services, productive 
investments, infrastructures, equipment, 
software, intangible assets, networking, 

life-long learning, ICT, connectivity, health 
/ disaster resilience supplies 

Commercialisation/Scaling up of 
interregional innovation or capacity 
building projects in priority sectors 

(e.g. big data, circular economy, 
advanced manufacturing, 

cybersecurity), for European value 
chains 

Projects on key skills and 
competencies 

Studies and investments in the 
environment  

and in TEN-T. Public administration 
efficiency and capacity  

WHO  
(can apply) 

Entities with legal personality in 
EU, participating EEA’s EFTA / 

acceding / (potential) candidate 
and European Neighbourhood 
Policy countries. International 

organisations 

Galileo, EGNOS, Copernicus, GOVSATCOM, SWE, 
NEO: entities with legal personality in EU, 

participating  EEA’s EFTA / acceding / (potential) 
candidate and European Neighbourhood Policy 
countries. Others based on agreements (UK in 

Copernicus); or on requests for SST services 

Researchers in supported research 
facilities. Enterprises (mainly SMEs). 

Clusters. Universities. RTOs. Ministries. 
Other private / public organisations. 

Consortia 

Transnational partnerships among 
legal entities in Regions with shared 

R&I Smart Specialisation Strategy 

(RIS3) 

Legal entities in EU and 
associated 3rd countries. 

International organisations 

Researchers in supported research 
facilities, private (e.g. enterprises) 
and public bodies in BG, CZ, EE, EL, 
CY, LT, LV, HR, HU, MT, PL, PT, RO, 
SI, SK (MS whose GNI per capita is 

below 90% of EU average) 

WHICH  
(funding type) 

Grants. Blending operations 
Grants, prizes, procurement. Financial instruments 

within blending operations 
Grants. Loans. Guarantees. Equity. 

Combination 
Grants 

Grants. Loans. Guarantees. 
Combination 

Grants. Loans. Guarantees. Equity. 
Combination 

WHEN 2021-2027: calls for proposals 2021-2027: calls for proposals / tenders 
2021-2027: calls for proposals and/or 

(continuously) «open window» 
2021-2027: calls for proposals and/or 

(continuously) «open window» 

2021-2027: calls for proposals 
and/or (continuously) «open 

window» 

2021-2027: calls for proposals 
and/or (continuously) «open 

window» 

WHERE 
(to apply) 

European Commission’s 
Health and Digital Executive 

Agency (HaDEA) 

European Commission’s DG DEFIS (Galileo, EGNOS, 
GOVSATCOM, NEO, SWE), EU Space Programme 

Agency (EUSPA - Galileo, EGNOS, Copernicus, 
GOVSATCOM). 

European Space Agency (ESA - Copernicus, Galileo, 
EGNOS, SST, GOVSATCOM). EUMETSAT, SATCEN, 

Frontex, EMSA, etc. (Copernicus). MS’ organisations  

Managing Authorities (MA) in Member 
States (MS), financial intermediaries, 

holding funds 

European Commission’s (EC) 
Innovation Council and SMEs 

Executive Agency (EISMEA) and 
Managing Authorities (MA) in MS and 

Horizon Europe 3rd countries 

Managing Authorities (MA) in 
MS, financial intermediaries, 

holding funds 

Managing Authorities (MA) in BG, 
CZ, EE, EL, CY, LT, LV, HR, HU, MT, 
PL, PT, RO, SI, SK (MS whose GNI 

per capita is below 90% of EU 
average), financial intermediaries, 

holding funds 

QUANTUM 
(HOW MUCH 

per application) 
Not defined ≤100% of eligible costs 

As in the specific 
calls for proposals 

As in the specific 
calls for proposals 

As in the specific 
calls for proposals 

As in the specific 
calls for proposals 

HOW 
(to apply) 

Project application (via the EU 
Funding and Tenders portal) 

Programmes and projects Project application to the MA Project application to the MA  Project application to the MA Project application to the MA 

  

 
5 ERDF + ESF are together often referred as «Structural Funds».  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R0694&qid=1622212262886
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CONSIL:ST_14312_2020_INIT&qid=1618299836898&from=EN
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/2021-2027_en
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/space/galileo/
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/space/egnos_en
https://www.copernicus.eu/en
https://www.satcen.europa.eu/page/ssa
https://www.gsa.europa.eu/govsatcom
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1058&qid=1626507667531
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1058&qid=1626507667531
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32021R1057
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1058&qid=1626507667531
https://www.efta.int/eea
https://www.efta.int/eea
https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/thematic-platforms-map
https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/thematic-platforms-map
https://www.fi-compass.eu/esif/erdf
https://www.fi-compass.eu/sites/default/files/publications/Knowledge%20Hub%20Combination%20report_0.pdf
https://www.fi-compass.eu/esif/esf
https://www.fi-compass.eu/sites/default/files/publications/Knowledge%20Hub%20Combination%20report_0.pdf
https://www.fi-compass.eu/esif/cohesion-fund
https://www.fi-compass.eu/sites/default/files/publications/Knowledge%20Hub%20Combination%20report_0.pdf
https://hadea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/defence-industry-space/index_en
https://www.gsa.europa.eu/newsroom/news/space-synergies-key-euspa
https://www.esa.int/
http://www.emsa.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes_en
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
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FUNDING 
SOURCE 

Emission Trading Scheme (ETS) InvestEU Fund  Single Market Programme (SMP) LIFE 
Union Civil Protection 

Mechanism 

FUNDING 
«WINDOW(S)» 

Innovation Fund Modernisation Fund 
Sustainable infrastructures. 

R&I and digitisation. 
SMEs / small mid-caps 

SME Pillar Environment. Climate Action RescEU reserve 

SCOPE 
DEMONSTRATION of INNOVATIVE 

LOW-CARBON TECHNOLOGIES 
ENERGY SYSTEMS MODERNISATION, 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENT 

COMPETITIVENESS: R&I, 
DIGITISATION, GROWTH, 

SUSTAINABILITY, RESILIENCE; 
SMEs/small Mid-Caps and their 

STRATEGIC VALUE CHAINS 

COMPETITIVENESS and SUSTAINABILITY  

SHIFT TOWARDS a 
SUSTAINABLE, CIRCULAR, ENERGY-

EFFICIENT, RENEWABLE ENERGY-BASED, 
CLIMATE-NEUTRAL / 

-RESILIENT ECONOMY 

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS 
and RISK MANAGEMENT 

WHAT 
(can be 
funded) 

Highly innovative technologies / 
processes for emission reductions, 

carbon capture & utilization (CCU) / 
storage (CCS), RES, energy storage: 

from small-scale to large-scale 
cross-sectorial projects 

Energy generation / use from RES; 
energy efficiency / storage; 

network modernisation. 
Worker redeployment, re-/up-skilling 
and upskilling; education, job-seeking 

initiatives / start-ups 

Higher risk innovation projects. 
Market failures, suboptimal 

investment situations. 
Areas: energy sector; transport / 

mobility: environment; digital 
connectivity / technologies; R&D+I; 

entities up to 499 employees; 
defence industry; space 

SME (and cluster / business network 
organisation) creation, growth, 

sustainability, access to markets, 
entrepreneurial skills, digital 

transformation, business opportunities, 
innovation uptake 

Pilot, demonstration, best practice, 
information / awareness / dissemination 

projects related to e.g. water, waste, 
energy, circular economy, chemicals (incl. 

REACH), noise, emissions 

Capacities (equipment, 
expertise, assistance) to be 

acquired, rented, leased, 
contracted in: medical 

response and capacities in 
CBRN incidents 

WHO  
(can apply) 

Single companies or consortia in EU 
MS, IS, NO 

Proponents in BG, HR, CZ, EE, HU, LT, 
LV, PL, RO, SK 

Legal entities (e.g. SMEs) in EU and 
countries associated to InvestEU 

Legal entities in EU, participating EEA’s 
EFTA and associated among acceding / 

(potential) candidate and European 
Neighbourhood Policy countries 

Legal entities in EU, participating EEA’s 
EFTA and associated among acceding / 

(potential) candidate and European 
Neighbourhood Policy countries 

EU Member State(s), IS, ME, 
MK, NO, RS, TR 

WHICH  
(funding type) 

Grants 
Grants, premium, guarantee 

instruments, loans or capital injections 

Loans. Equity. 
Financing/investment operations. 

loans, (counter-)guarantees, capital 
market instruments, subordinated 
debt, (quasi-)equity investments 

Grants. Blending operations 
Grants, prizes, procurement; blending 

operations 
Joint procurement / (direct) 

grants (to MS) 

WHEN 2021-2030 
2020-2030:  

(continuously) «rolling base» 

2021-2027: continuing basis 
(demand-driven: «first-come, first-

served» basis) 
2021-2027 2021-2027: (annual) calls for proposals 2021-2027 

WHERE 
(to apply) 

CINEA (as designed by the European 
Commission’s DG CLIMA). 

EIB for Project Development 
Assistance 

EIB, Investment Committee, European 
Commission 

Financial intermediaries, funds, 
investment platforms, other 

vehicles in EU and IS, LI, NO (EFTA 
countries in EEA) 

European Commission’s  Innovation 
Council and SMEs Executive Agency 

(EISMEA) 

European Commission’s 
CINEA 

ERCC 

QUANTUM 
(HOW MUCH 

per 
application) 

≤60% of costs 
(max. as defined in the call text, but 

small-scale:  €2,5-7,5 mn)  
Not defined  Not defined 

≤100% of eligible costs for 3rd parties; 
≤90% for cost categories 

≤60% of eligible costs 
(≤75% under the subprogramme Nature 

and Biodiversity) 
Not defined 

HOW 
(to apply) 

Project application 
Through own Member State (BG, HR, 

CZ, EE, HU, LT, LV, PL, RO, SK only) 
Project application to selected 

financial intermediaries 
Project application (via the EU Funding and 

Tenders portal) 
Project application (via the EU Funding 

and Tenders portal) 
Demand-driven (request 

from MS) 

 
  

https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/ets_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2003.124.01.0036.01.ENG
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CONSIL%3AST_14258_2020_INIT&qid=1617176845651
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32021R0690&qid=1620219110789
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R0783&qid=1622212812171
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/civil-protection/mechanism_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/civil-protection/mechanism_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R0856
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1594367056919&uri=CELEX:32020R1001
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/single-market-programme/support-smes_en
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/innovation-fund_en
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/innovation-fund_en
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/budget/modernisation-fund_en
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/budget/modernisation-fund_en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2003.124.01.0036.01.ENG
https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/innovation-fund/call-for-proposals/small-scale-projects
https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/innovation-fund/large-scale-project
https://europa.eu/investeu/investeu-fund/about-investeu-fund_en
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.searchDocs
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021D0088&qid=1615384155024
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021D0088&qid=1615384155024
https://www.efta.int/eea
https://www.efta.int/eea
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/life-close-market-projects_en
https://www.efta.int/eea
https://www.efta.int/eea
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/section/life/calls-proposals
http://europa.eu/youreurope/business/funding-grants/access-to-finance/
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/innovation-fund_en
mailto:CLIMA-IF-EXPERTGROUP@ec.europa.eu
https://modernisationfund.eu/governance/
https://modernisationfund.eu/governance/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:European_Economic_Area_(EEA)
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life_en
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcivil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu%2Fwhat%2Fcivil-protection%2Femergency-response-coordination-centre-ercc_en&data=05%7C01%7CPierre.DiTORO%40eda.europa.eu%7Cfce07245a4a64af432a708db09d4883d%7C50946f5f41544b9a8d7768ee36d55467%7C0%7C0%7C638114580677592919%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FhEIqVQtEdaYiHS57MYHvyS%2FX8Zizvg36AKZM9AnvPQ%3D&reserved=0
https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/innovation-fund/call-for-proposals/small-scale-projects
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/innovfund
https://investeu.europa.eu/what-investeu-programme/investeu-fund/how-get-financing_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
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FUNDING SOURCE Just Transition Mechanism (JTM) European Investment Bank (EIB) ERASMUS+ 

FUNDING 
«WINDOW(S)» 

Public sector loan facility (PSLF) Loans 
Organisations / institutions cooperation (KA2): Alliances 

for Innovation 
Organisations / institutions cooperation (KA2): 
Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degrees (EMJMD) 

SCOPE 
TRANSITION to EU CLIMATE 

TARGETS 
CLIMATE & ENVIRONMENT, INNOVATION & 

SKILLS, INFRASTRUCTURES, SMES  
STRENGTHEN EUROPE’S INNOVATION CAPACITY FOSTERING EXCELLENCE 

WHAT 
(can be funded) 

Energy Infrastructures / networks / 
efficiency measures (e.g. building 

renovation) in regions with a 
Territorial Just Transition Plan 

(A) (Dual-use) Investments aligned with 
EIB priorities 

(1) Coherent and comprehensive set of sectoral or cross-
sectoral activities. 

(2) Industrial sectoral up/reskilling, skills intelligence 
/strategy / (VET) training, addressing gaps 

High-level integrated and international (1-2 
year) study programme at Master level (for ≥ 6 

years and ≥ 4 editions) 

WHO  
(can apply) 

Body with a public service mission  
Mid-caps, large corporates, public entities 

(but EIB excluded activities 6) 

Transnational partnerships of (1) ≥8 or (2) ≥12 members: 
labour market actors, Higher Education Institutions (HEI), 

VET providers, in (1) ≥4 / (2) ≥8 Programme / Partner 
countries 

International consortia/partnerships of ≥3 HEI in 
≥3 countries, of which  ≥2 in Programme 

countries; if relevant: including non-educational 
partners with specific expertise 

WHICH  
(funding type) 

Blending grants (also as interest 
rate subsidy) and loans 

Loans Grants Grants 

WHEN 2021-2027 Continuing basis 2021-2027: calls for proposals 2021-2027: calls for proposals 

WHERE 
(to apply) 

European Commission’s 

CINEA, EIB 
EIB 

European Commission’s Education and Culture Executive 
Agency (EECEA) 

European Commission’s Education and Culture 
Executive Agency (EECEA) 

QUANTUM 
(HOW MUCH per 

application) 

Not defined. 
Grants ≤15% (25% in less developed 

regions) of the loan 

≤50% of project costs: 
EIB loan ≥€25 mn  

(≥ €7.5 mn venture debt for SMEs/Mid-Caps) 

(1) €1-1,5 mn. (in 2-3 years). 
(2) €4 mn (in 4 years) 

As in the specific 
calls for proposal 

HOW 
(to apply) 

CINEA, EIB Project / Programme Project application (EU Funding & Tenders portal) 
Project application (EU Funding & Tenders 

portal) 

 
  

 
6 EIB (European Investment Bank) excluded activities: “Activities excluded from EIB lending (22 April 2013) - Type of activities: 1) Ammunition and weapons, military/police equipment or infrastructure. Comments/Clarifications: incl. explosives and sporting weapons”. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1229&qid=1671029856381
https://www.eib.org/en/index.htm
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CONSIL%3APE_33_2021_REV_1&qid=1626513063218
https://www.eib.org/en/products/loans/index.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/opportunities/individuals/students/erasmus-mundus-joint-master-degrees_en
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/opportunities/individuals/students/erasmus-mundus-joint-master-degrees_en
https://www.eib.org/en/about/priorities/index.htm
https://www.eib.org/en/about/priorities/index.htm
https://www.eib.org/en/about/priorities/index.htm
https://www.eib.org/en/products/loans/private-sector.htm
https://www.eib.org/en/products/loans/public-sector.htm
https://www.eib.org/en/publications/eib-eligibility-excluded-activities-and-excluded-sectors-list
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/about/who-can-take-part_en
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/about/who-can-take-part_en
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/programme-guide/part-a/eligible-countries?
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/programme-guide/part-a/eligible-countries?
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/programme-guide/part-b/key-action-2/alliances-innovation
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/programme-guide/part-b/key-action-2/erasmus-mundus
http://europa.eu/youreurope/business/funding-grants/access-to-finance/
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.eib.org/en/infocentre/contact/index.htm
https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.eib.org/en/products/equity/venture-debt.htm
https://www.eib.org/en/about/priorities/sme/index.htm
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/just-transition-mechanism_en
https://www.eib.org/en/products/loans/public-sector.htm
https://www.eib.org/en/infocentre/contact-form.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
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FUNDING 
SOURCE 

HORIZON EUROPE 

FUNDING 
«WINDOW(S)» 

Pillar I  
“Excellent Science”: 

European Research Council (ERC) 

Pillar II  
“Global Challenges and European 

Industrial Competitiveness” 

Pillar III   
“Innovative Europe” 

E.L.EN.A.: 
Energy efficiency 

European Innovation Council (EIC) 
European Institute of Innovation 

& Technology (EIT) 

SCOPE 
REINFORCING / EXTENDING the 

EXCELLENCE of 
EU’S SCIENCE BASE 

R&I “CLUSTERS” e.g.: (1) HEALTH; (3) 
SECURITY; (4) DIGITAL, INDUSTRY & 

SPACE; (5) CLIMATE, ENERGY & 
MOBILITY; (6) ENVIRONMENT 

BREAKTHROUGH TECHNOLOGIES, 
DISRUPTIVE INNOVATIONS 

INNOVATION ECOSYSTEMS 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY and 

RENEWABLE ENERGY USE in 
BUILDINGS 

WHAT 
(can be 
funded) 

(Civil applications of R&I dual-
use) Frontier research projects in 

any field 

(Civil applications of dual-use) 
Transnational R&I projects 

(Civil applications of dual-use) High-
risk/impact breakthrough 

innovation / game-changing 
solutions 

Multidisciplinary 
innovation/training, incl. 
sustainability and climate 

neutrality, social, tech/non-
technological solutions, supply 

of raw materials, start-ups 

Project Developments 
Services (technical studies, 

energy audits; business plans 
and financial / legal advisory; 

tendering procedure 
preparation; project bundling 

/ management) 

WHO  
(can apply) 

Principal Investigators (i.e. 
Individual researchers with PhD) 

in any EU entity or associated 
countries 

Consortia 

(≥3 entities from ≥3 EU MS or 
associated countries) 

Pathfinder: consortia ≥3 entities 
(RTOs / industry / universities) from 

≥3 MS or eligible countries.  
Transition: single entity, consortia 

(2-5 entities).  
Accelerator: individuals, start-ups, 

SMEs, small-caps 

Partnerships (Knowledge and 
Innovation Community - KIC) of 

HEI, research organisation, 
private company (≥2 in EU). 
Optional: VETs, non-profit 

organisations, public bodies, 
financial institutions 

Public or private entities  
(but EIB excluded activities) 

WHICH  
(funding type) 

Grants 
Grants. Prizes. (Pre-commercial) 

public procurement (of innovative 
solutions) 

Grants; (quasi-)equity; blended. 
Prizes 

Contribution (grant for actions) 
to KICs 

Grants 

WHEN 2021-2027: calls for proposals 
2021-2027: (normally) calls for 

project proposals 

2021-2027: open calls (mostly with 
no thematic priorities - “open 

funding”) 
2021-2027 

Continuing basis («first-
come, first-served basis») 

WHERE 
(to apply) 

European Commission’s 
Research Council Executive 

Agency (ERCEA) 

European Commission’s Agencies 
HaDEA (clusters 1, 4), REA (3, 6), 

CINEA (5). 
Joint Undertakings 

European Commission’s (EC) 
Innovation Council and SMEs 
Executive Agency (EISMEA) 

EIT 
EIB 

(European Local ENergy 
Assistance) 

QUANTUM 
(HOW MUCH 

per 
application) 

Starting: ≤ €1,5 mn; 
Consolidator: ≤ €2 mn; 
Advanced: ≤ €2,5 mn.  

For all: + ≤ €1 mn as “additional” 

As in the specific 
calls for proposal 

Pathfinder (TRL 1-4): ≤ €3-4 mn.  
Transition (TRL 4-5/6): ≤ €2,5 mn. 

Accelerator (TRL 5/6-8):  ≤ €2,5 mn 
in grants and/or €0,5-15 mn in 

quasi-/equity by EC (≤25% shares). 
Prizes: €50k-100k 

≤100% of KIC’s added-value 
activities to seed life-cycle initial 
stages, then leveraging funding 

to decrease EIT to ≤25%  

≤90% of eligible project 
development costs 

(max. 5% of a ≤3 years 
programme > €30 mn) 

HOW 
(to apply) 

Project application (EU Funding 
& Tenders portal) 

Project application (EU Funding & 
Tenders portal) 

Project application (EU Funding & 
Tenders portal) 

Joining Innovation Communities Pre-application to EIB 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R0695&qid=1622213025526
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021D0617%2803%29&qid=1626631035403
https://www.eib.org/en/products/advising/elena/index.htm
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R0819&qid=1624882966988
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R0819&qid=1624882966988
https://eit.europa.eu/
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-1-health_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-3-civil-security-society_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-4-digital-industry-and-space_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-4-digital-industry-and-space_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-5-climate-energy-and-mobility_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-5-climate-energy-and-mobility_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-6-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://erc.europa.eu/homepage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://eit.europa.eu/who-we-are/faq
https://eit.europa.eu/who-we-are/faq
http://www.eib.org/attachments/documents/elena_faq_en.pdf
http://www.eib.org/attachments/documents/excluded_activities_2013_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/youreurope/business/funding-grants/access-to-finance/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dec_impl/2021/173
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dec_impl/2021/173
https://erc.europa.eu/about-erc/erc-executive-agency-ercea
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dec_impl/2021/173
https://hadea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/research-executive-agency_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe/climate-action-horizon-europe_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021PC0087&qid=1615566833876
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://eit.europa.eu/
http://www.eib.org/products/advising/elena/index.htm
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-transition_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator-0_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-prizes_en
https://eit.europa.eu/our-communities/eit-innovation-communities/eit-funding-model
https://eit.europa.eu/our-communities/eit-innovation-communities/eit-funding-model
https://eit.europa.eu/our-communities/eit-innovation-communities/eit-funding-model
https://eit.europa.eu/our-communities/eit-innovation-communities/eit-funding-model
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://eit.europa.eu/our-communities/eit-innovation-communities/join-partner
https://www.eib.org/attachments/documents/elena-pre-application-form-en.docx
mailto:elena@eib.org

